The Plantlife of Ratho 
Cranesbills & Storksbills « 2021-05-29 


Common Storksbill - Rough ground at the top of Note the frilly leaves and unnotched petals 
the Climbing Centre, and the crossing on the (which easily fall off when touched). Sometimes 
north side of the Airport roundabout. _____ white. 


Small-Flowered Cranesbill - West side of the The petals are quite gappy, usually a pale purple, 
village at various pavement grass edges; beside the flower stalks lack long hairs, and there are 
the airport f ee _____ only 5 anthers. Sometimes white. 





Dovesfoot Cranesbill- Common in quarries and 
some field edges, generally in low vegetation. 
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Geranium molle 


Hedgerow Cranesbill - Frequent beside 
pavements and walking areas. 
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Geranium pyrenaicum 


APN 


The petals touch, usually a rosy pink (may be 
pale or white), flower stalks have long hairs, 
anthers are 10 (some may be missing). The 
flower is rather bowl-shaped (not flat). 


The petals overlap considerably, often with a 
bluish hue, the flower stalks lack long hairs, 
anthers are 10, the flower often rather flat and 
may have a continuous white ring near the 


centre (as here). May be white. 





Cut-Leaved Cranesbill - Frequent in disturbed The leaves are very dissected and larger plants 
ground or field edges. Usually small but have a tangly look. The flowers are small and 
sometimes rather large on fertile ground. _—_—_srosy; white flowers yet to be encountered. 
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Geranium dissectum 


Shining Cranesbill - Common in spots with little The petals ends are unnotched, and the side of 
vegetation often on stone, especially where the flower is hairless and winged as here. Petals 
damp or shady. _ : sometimes pale. 
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Geranium lucidum 





rt - Common in shady edges notably in The petals are oar-shaped with usually darkened 

fie wooded sections of the canal side. veins, and the leaves are quite frilly with a 
pleasant smell when crushed (to many!). 
sometimes white or pale. 


housing; frequent on the canalside past Broxburn rounded ends. 
and in Linhouse Glen. 


Geranium sylvaticum 





Bloody Cranesbill - Sometimes escaped onto The flowers are largish, flat, and usually a bold 
driveways in Ratho and places like Pumpherston pink (rarely pale with pink veins). 
Bing; frequent areas of it on Arthur’s Seat and 


the East Coast. 
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Geranium sanguineum 


Meadow Cranesbill - Common along the Blue petals with translucent veins, and very large 
canalside and the Newbridge-Dalmeny pathside. spindly-lobed leaves (for dark veins see Purple 


Geranium pratense 





French Cranesbill - Escaped into pavement Petal veins translucent or at most petal- 
edges and lawns etc. _ coloured. Leaves often smallish. 


Geranium endressii 

Rather like the above of which it is a hybrid but 
Druce’s Cranesbill - Although an escapee, it with often darkened veins, often blotches at the 
commonly establishes itself as small or large bases of the leaf lobes (seen here, may be faint), 
patches. larger flowers and leaves. 
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Geranium x oxonianum 





Rock Cranesbill - Occasionally spotted. Flowers nod, long stamens, largest leaves >=10 
cm). 


Canary-lIsland Cranesbill - Occasionally spotted, 
the left here at Ratho Station, the right in 
Craigpark Quarry. 
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Geranium palmatum 





Purple Geranium - Central village woods. The veins are dark not translucent (if translucent 
see Meadow earlier); flower stalks have an equal 
mixture of glands and long hairs. Similar ones 
may lack long hairs (Glandular Cranesbill) or lack 


glands (Caucasian Cranesbill). 
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Geranium x magnificum 


White/Pale Forms 


Common Storksbill | Small-Flowered Cranesbill 
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Erodium cicutarium Geranium pusillum 


Geranium molle 





Herb Robert Shining Cranesbill 
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Geranium robertianum Geranium lucidum 


Bloody Cranesbill 





Geranium sanguineum 


